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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN COURTS ADMINISTRATION AUTHORITY

MAGISTRATES COURT ELECTRONIC LODGEMENT

Overview

Scope

The current phase of the Magistrates Court Electronic Lodgement System covers Minor and Small Claims (<$60,000) in the Civil jurisdiction. These claims are quite simple but comprise approximately 85% of the Civil claims in the Magistrates Court (35,000) pa.

The intention was to implement the simple high volume claims initially to allow the Court and the Profession to become familiar with electronic lodgement, before endeavouring to cover the more complex claims.

Process

The Court worked with a Legal Reference Group of 6 Legal Firms for approximately 12 months to ensure their requirements were met and to develop the Specification for the System.

The Court had a Steering Committee chaired by the Principal Registrar with 2 Magistrates and a nominee of the Legal Reference Group.

The Specification was issued to the market as a Request For Proposal. To which 15 companies responded, 5 were shortlisted and 1 chosen. The successful company was Morton Blacketer P/L, a small Adelaide-based software company that specialises in Web-based systems.

The contract was signed in October 2000 and the System was implemented in June 2001.

System Summary

The System is housed on an ISP site (Internode), where lodgements are accepted 24 hours per day. Every evening at 8pm the lodgements for the day are transferred to the Courts Case Management System and loaded into that System, in “batch mode”. At that point an acknowledgement in the form of the Court File Number, and the Claim Form in “.pdf” format, are transmitted to the Practitioner’s computer. The Website is run under HTTP/S so all transmissions are encrypted. Full Digital Certificates were judged not to be necessary by both the Court and the Legal Reference Group.

The System accepts lodgements individually, by the Practitioner entering data directly into the Web pages, which are not an image of the Claim Form but are laid out for ease of data entry, or in bulk by uploading a file, in LegalXML format, from the Practitioner’s computer.

Practitioners register for the System by entering their “L Code”. This is a code issued by the Law Society, details of which are maintained in the Courts Case Management System and downloaded to the E-Lodgement Website whenever there are changes. Also downloaded are Lodgement Fee tables and validation tables. This method means that the Practitioner only has to check that the details which appear in answer to entering the “L Code” are correct, and then enter their e-mail address. They do not have to enter in all their Firm details.

Fees for electronic lodgement are the same as paper lodgement

Validation is carried out in real-time both for individual and bulk lodgements. Once a claim is correct, payment is made, via the E-Lodgement Website, through the SA Government Payment Gateway (BIZGATE). Payment can be by Credit Card or Direct Debit. Time of Lodgement is when the payment has been approved.

A PowerPoint depiction of the System is attached.

Use of LegalXML

LegalXML is used for the definition of bulk lodgement claims. Because the Legal Profession employs a variety of computer software and hardware, it was decided that a common file format was needed and LegalXML was the obvious choice. The Practitioner must pay for the programming needed to output a file of claims in LegalXML format.

The LegalEnvelope DTD, BulkUser XML, and extensions/changes to LegalXML that were made, are attached.
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