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	Homepages of Australian courts and tribunals





	








Federal courts and tribunals





Contact informationThe contact details of Commonwealth Courts, Tribunals and Commissions can be found on the relevant homepages. In addition to the general family court contact information, the Family Court of Australia’s homepage provides the contact details for conciliation and mediation services.





Court listsThe Commonwealth Courts and Tribunals of Australia provide online access to the court lists which are updated daily.





FeedbackThe homepages of the Family Court of Australia, the National Native Title Tribunal and the Refugee Review Tribunal provide a separate hypertext link for comments about the website itself. Such a facility enables the Court and the two Tribunals to assess the level of satisfaction with the information available and determine any improvements which could be made to the site. Comments about the other Courts and Tribunals websites can be directed through the general email address.





FormsThe Federal Court and Family Court provides access to a list of forms issued by the Court. The forms can be viewed, downloaded and printed. Application forms are available on the National Native Title Tribunal and Refugee Review Tribunal homepages. The forms used to initiate proceedings in the High Court can be accessed through the High Court homepage.





Information about costsThe Immigration Review Tribunal provides information about review application fees, method of payment, waiver and refund of fees. The homepage of the Family Court of Australia provides a list of the cost scales for family law litigation.





Information to assistIn most Courts and Tribunal’s homepages there is a section


litigantswhich provides information to assist litigants in person. For example, the IRT guide on ‘How to Apply?’ and ‘When to Apply?’ and RRT’s homepage is directed towards ‘How [we can] assist you?’ In addition to this, the Family Court and the Federal Court homepages provide information about conciliation and mediation services, the advantages of ADR and their contact details.





Online filingThis topic is discussed in chapter 5.





Online judgmentAll the sites visited provided access to judgments, decisions, reports and publications of the relevant body. The Federal Court provides limited access to ‘Decisions of Interest’ only.





UpdatesThe sites were frequently updated. One problem concerned those sites which did not provide the date of currency on the homepage.


State and Territory Supreme Courts





Contact informationGeneral contact information for the supreme courts of each State is provided on the courts’ homepages. In addition to this, the Western Australian Courts’ homepage provides an extensive list of contact details for courts and tribunals in the State, such as the Children’s Court of Western Australia, the Small Claims Tribunal and the Guardianship and Administration Board.





Court listsThe New South Wales, Northern Territory and Victorian Courts’ homepages provide access to court lists for the various court divisions in the relevant State or Territory. These lists are updated daily.





FeedbackWith the exception of New South Wales, the States’ homepages invite comments and queries about the site through the hypertext links. Any comments and queries about the New South Wales Court homepage can be directed through the general contact details provided.





FormsThe Tasmanian Court’s homepage and to a limited extent the Queensland homepage provide access to Court forms through the Internet.





Information about costsInformation about New South Wales District Court fees can be obtained through the Internet. Whilst the general courts homepage of Victoria does not provide information about costs, the Domestic Building Tribunal link provides information about its fees.





Information to assistThe Queensland Courts’ homepage provides a comprehensive


litigants and the publicguide to the jurisdictions of the different levels of courts and tribunals. Guidelines are provided in answer to hypothetical questions posed by litigants such as, ‘What happens when a case is brought to the Court?’ and ‘Can a Decision be appealed against?’ The homepage of the Magistrates Court of Tasmania is currently under construction. However, access to information about courts, the procedures for payment of fines, costs and the filing of court documents is currently available. In addition this site provides a section on ‘Advice to Self-Represented Defendants’, Advice to Parties in the Small Claims Division and Contact information for other Community Services.





Online filingThis topic is discussed in chapter 5.





Online judgmentsThe Northern Territory homepage provides access to judgments from Tribunals and decisions of the Anti Discrimination Commissions in addition to the judgments of the Court. The Victorian Courts’ homepage provides access to both reported and unreported decisions of the Supreme Court and the Court of Appeal.





Information about ACT and South Australian Courts can be found at AustLII or through the general government directory.
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